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trived to pass the river unobserved, and commenced CHAP.XXVI.
entrenching themselves about three hundred yards
in front of the British position. The right flank of
that position was protected by the river and by a
tank about sixty yards in advance: its rear was
defended by another tank* These tanks were sur-
rounded by embankments about three feet high;
that on tlio right waR occupied by the picquet,
who opened a firo on the enemy, which was kept
up without intermission (luring tlio day and through-
out tho succeeding night, But their fire appears
to have done little damage, and the effect of the
two mx-pouudoi'H, which were directed against the
onemy HH they crosned tho plain, was but small.
Marly on tho 10th it wan dincovered that the enemy
had opouod trenches on the left flank of the British,
and had considerably advanced those which they
had previously opened in front, On this day the
provincial troops* in addition to the cowardice
which they had previously displayed, manifested
symptoms of disaffection, and it being discovered
that an intention existed of deserting to the enemy,
Captain Noton arrested tho ringleaders in the mu-
tinous movement, and took measures to prevent the
remainder acting on their suggestions. Under all
these disheartening circumstances, Captain Noton
determined to maintain his post, he having on
the preceding day received information that the
expected reinforcement from CMttagong was to
leave that place on the 13th, and consequently its
arrival might be hourly looked for. But by day-